Customer Alert Regarding Misleading California Solicitations

United Corporate Services, Inc. would like to make you aware that there are at least three companies,
Business Filings Division, Annual Filing Division and Annual Review Board, and potentially others,
that are targeting business entities registered in the state of California. This deceptive solicitation
appears to be an official state form, however, it is not. There are some items to note that will assist you
in determining if a form is legitimate.

Below is a copy of one such solicitation with these items highlighted and numbered:

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)
6)

7)

Deceptive company name, not an actual division of the State of California.

A seal that looks official but is not the Great Seal of California.

The state fee for filing a Statement of Information with California is $25.00. In the sample
solicitation, the fee is $239.00

The forms include the wording “remit immediately” or similar verbiage. This wording is not
found on state forms.

The checks are not payable to the “state of California” but rather to the soliciting company.
The form will contain language that will state the product or service has not be approved or
endorsed by a government agency.

The form will authorize the soliciting company to file and/or sign the Statement of Information
on the client’s behalf.

The California Secretary of State has issued a warning about these deceptive solicitations on their
website. See Customer Alert Regarding Misleading Solicitations at:
http://www.sos.ca.gov/business/be/alert-misleading-solicitations.htm

If you would like additional information about the companies involved, please see the California
Office of Attorney General website at:
http://ag.ca.gov/newsalerts/release.php?id=1817

Please contact our Representation Department or your Project Manager if you are unsure about the
correct form to use, have questions about preparing the form or would like assistance with filing the
Statement of Information in California.


http://www.sos.ca.gov/business/be/alert-misleading-solicitations.htm
http://ag.ca.gov/newsalerts/release.php?id=1817
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2. The seal looks official but is not the Great Seal of California
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1. Deceptive company name, not an actual division of the State of California
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3. The state fee for filing a Statement of Information is $25.00.
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4. The forms include the wording "Remit Immediately!" or similar verbiage. This wording is not found on state forms
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5. Official state forms request that checks are payable to State of California
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6. States the product or service has not been approved or endorsed by a government agency
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7. Authorizes the soliciting company to file and/or sign the Statement of Information on the client's behalf.
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